
On March 17, 2008, thirty students gathered at San Francisco International Airport 
to depart for Warsaw, Poland. Joined by local partisan Mira Shelub and Rabbi Peretz 
Wolf Prussan of San Francisco’s Congregation Emanu-El, the teens departed on 
Shalhevet (“flame” or “torch” in Hebrew), a journey of a lifetime.

Shalhevet did not begin at the airport. It began in January as high school students 
from San Francisco, the East Bay and the Peninsula gathered for intensive classes 
and seminars about the Holocaust, Jewish heritage in Eastern Europe, and Israel.   
The students met in their respective regions and together in San Francisco as they 
studied and prepared for the Shalhevet journey to Poland and Israel.

Shalhevet puts learning and preparation squarely in the hands of its teen partici-
pants. Each student was required to assume the role of educator during the trip by 
researching and providing on-site training to their peers at the historic stops along 
the way. Whether meeting with Polish Catholic youth in Lodz or with Czulent, the 
only Jewish youth group in Krakow, the Shalhevet teens taught each other about 
Jewish heritage and the significance of the site they were visiting.

Shalhevet serves as a stepping stone for the assumption of leadership roles by 
its participants in the years to come. The Shalhevet teens began as soon as they  
returned by delivering keynote addresses, and by planning and participating in Yom 
Hashoah observances around the Bay. “No book or movie could have taught us 
what we learned on Shalhevet,” stated a participant. (Continued on page 5)
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A Shalhevet student reflects on the signifi-
cance of carrying an Israeli flag through the 
gates of Auschwitz.



Debórah Dwork Lectures on The Terezín Album of Marianka Zadików
Twenty-one-year-old Marianka Zadików was imprisoned in Terezín. As the Nazis 
pressed forward with mass deportations from Terezín to Auschwitz, Marianka began 
to collect inscriptions and sketches from her fellow inmates. 

Professor Debórah Dwork interviewed Marianka Zadików extensively, edited her 
album, and directed the publication of a facsimile edition of the album by the Uni-
versity of Chicago Press.  

Professor Dwork presented a lecture about the album to more than 75 people at 
the Holocaust Center on February 28th, showing color slides of the art work and 
writings in the Zadików album. 

The album is a poignant document from the last months of the Holocaust. The 
words and images—by children and grandparents, factory workers and farmhands, 
professionals and intellectuals, musicians and artists—reflect both joy and trepida-
tion. They include passages of remembered verse, lovingly executed drawings, and 
hurried farewells on the eve of transport to Auschwitz. The great German-Jewish 
scholar Rabbi Leo Baeck, one of the elders of the camp, offers Marianka an inscrip-
tion about Jewish self-discovery, and participants in Terezín’s now-famous musical 
performances fill several pages with musical annotation. 

Professor Dwork’s presentation was the launch of the annual Alfred Manovill Memorial 
Lecture, endowed by The Laszlo N. Tauber Family Foundation.

Yom HaShoah: Holocaust Remembrance Day 2008/5768
Each year the Holocaust Center of Northern California co-sponsors several Yom 
HaShoah commemorations throughout the Bay Area.  

North Peninsula: Yiddish Culture: Lost But Not Forgotten. This year’s observance 
at Peninsula Temple Sholom featured speaker Chayale Ash who has dedicated 
herself to keeping Yiddish culture alive. She was born in Bessarabia to parents who 
were actors in the Yiddish Theatre. Chayale survived many hardships and losses 
during the war but immediately after, in a displaced persons camp in Austria, she 
and her mother started a Yiddish Theater group, writing out entire works from mem-
ory in order to perform. The community-wide service of remembrance began with a 
procession of survivors and included clergy from several synagogues and churches 
sharing prayers, poems, and songs as well as a memorial stone ceremony con-
ducted by grandchildren of survivors.  

From left: Deborah Dwork; Ralph Romberg 
at San Francisco’s Yom HaShoah remem-
brance; HCNC’s new Program Assistant, 
Jessica Minturn.

News & Events

SUMMER 2008

JULY 24–AUGUST 11

HCNC co-presents five films at
San Francisco Jewish Film Festival:

Saved by Deportation:  
An Unknown Odyssey of Polish Jews

Blessed is the Match: the Life and Death  
of Hannah Senesh

Volevo Solo Vivere (I Only Wanted to Live)

Perlasca, an Italian Hero

We Were Exodus

FALL 2008
HCNC LECTURE & FILM SERIES

SEPTEMBER 25

German Consul General Rolf Schütte

OCTOBER 30

Film Screening: Secret Courage 
Q&A with Louis de Groot

NOVEMBER 20

Melanie Saxer Johnston,  
author of What My Father Saw

DECEMBER 11

Richard Hollander, author of 
Every Day Lasts a Year: A Jewish  
Family’s Correspondence from Poland

NOVEMBER 2

Bookfest at the Jewish Community  
Center of San Francisco

Check our website for 
2008 Fall Educator Workshops:  
www.hcnc.org/events.html

Editors
Judith Janec
Debbie Kahn
Leslie Kane
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Generation to Generation. For Lauren Solomon, a 16-year-old student from 
Menlo Park, this year’s North Peninsula Yom HaShoah commemoration was 
just a beginning. She was one of six students paired with witnesses of the  
Holocaust through HCNC’s “Generation-to-Generation” program. Each year 
the students are part of honoring members of our community who witnessed 
the Holocaust by presenting their stories at the Yom HaShoah service. After her 
participation, Lauren told us, “My interview with Tom Szelenyi has helped me 
tremendously to learn more about my religion and the Jewish people, and I will 
remember his story forever.” She now feels committed to educate her peers 
about what happened during the Holocaust. 

San Francisco: Remembering Kristallnacht. San Francisco’s Yom HaShoah com-
memoration featured a remembrance by Ralph Romberg who witnessed Kristallnacht 
as a child in Essen. He and his older brother escaped from Germany to Sweden 
on a kindertransport. Ultimately Ralph, with his brother and parents, escaped from 
Europe to Cuba, where they lived for 21 months before being granted permission to 
enter the U.S. in 1940. The commemoration began with a screening of two travel-
ogues produced in 1938 about Jewish life in Lwow and Warsaw. The Yom HaShoah 
service featured a procession of survivors, liberators and rescuers who lit candles 
of remembrance, and included songs by the Jewish Folk Chorus, and musical per-
formances of Yiddish classics by violinist Randall Weiss and soloist Cantor Sharon 
Bernstein.

Morris Weiss Educational Scholarship
Morris Weiss was a founder of the Holocaust Center of Northern California. A Ho-
locaust survivor who testified at Nazi war crimes trials, Morris Weiss was dedicated 
to fighting Nazism. In his memory, his family established a scholarship open to 11th 
and 12th grade Bay Area students.

This year’s essay topic was “Personal Accountability.”  HCNC received 40 thought-
ful essays from Bay Area teens in response to the question: 

Can you recall a time in your life where you were either a witness to, an active 
participant in or were subjected to bullying, humiliation or isolation involving 
a friend, classmate or complete stranger? If so, what happened? Would you 
react differently than you did at the time? Why? In your essay, examine your 
personal experience in the context of the Holocaust.

This year’s winner was Ariela Koehler, 11th grade, from Irvington High School, 
Fremont. Ariela was awarded the scholarship at San Francisco’s Yom HaShoah 
commemoration on May 1, 2008. Ariela’s winning essay can be viewed on HCNC’s 
website at www.hcnc.org/scholarship.html

Welcome to Jessica Minturn, HCNC’s new Program Assistant
Jessica joined HCNC part-time in March as Education Assistant, working together 
with Director of Education Morgan Blum to organize the 2008 Day of Learning.  
Jessica is a transplant to the Bay Area from Albuquerque where she worked as an 
event coordinator for a non-profit. She recently graduated from the University of 
New Mexico with a degree in Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies with a 
Film Theory concentration.

Top: Tom Szelenyi looks on as student Lauren 
Solomon tells his story. 
 

Middle: A procession of survivors opens the 
North Peninsula Yom HaShoah observance. 
 

Bottom: Morris Weiss Scholarship winner  
Ariela Koehler with Tauba Weiss and Norman 
Weiss. 
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hcnc Welcomes  
Wide Variety of  Visitors 

A visitor from Canada. She leaned over the display case, qui-
etly reading the letters, envelopes and postcards on display in 
the Center’s current exhibit, Letters: 1938-1946. She perused 
the stacks, holding more than 12,000 volumes, selected sev-
eral books and then sat down at the research table to read. 
Several hours passed as she read, absorbed in Holocaust 
history and the eye-witness accounts of survivors. HCNC  
Director of Education Morgan Blum approached this visitor 
and offered to help with her research. But she was not writing 
a book or paper. A flight attendant from rural Canada, Michelle 
Isaac had long been interested in the Holocaust. When she 
learned about HCNC, she requested a route to San Francisco, 
specifically to allow her time to visit. Ms. Isaac’s dedication to 
expanding her knowledge about the Holocaust, so great that 
she spent the night in San Francisco just so she could take 
advantage of HCNC’s resources, was a reminder of the vital 
importance of HCNC’s work.

Yosemite Park High School visits HCNC. Their day began 
at 5:30 a.m. as they boarded the Amtrak train in El Portal, 
California. Two teachers and seven students—the entire staff 
and student body of Yosemite Park High, a one-room school 
—began their journey to San Francisco to visit the Holocaust 
Center on May 8th, the 63rd anniversary of V-E Day. 

Yosemite Park High’s visit was the culmination of planning that 
began six months earlier when teacher Gail Dreifus contacted 
Rachel Isquith, HCNC Director of Community Outreach, about 
a school visit to the Center.  Dreifus knew how important such 
a visit would be to her students who lived in remote El Portal, a 
town of less than 700 people. Few of the students had heard 
of the Holocaust, and for all of them Dreifus was the first Jew-
ish person whom they had met.

The students arrived eager to learn and HCNC was prepared 
to teach them, having built a full program of activities espe-
cially for their visit. Survivor Ralph Romberg told the teens 
about his experience witnessing Kristallnacht, fleeing the Na-
zis and immigrating to the United States. The students pep-
pered Romberg with questions and invited him to visit them 
in Yosemite and have lunch at the El Portal restaurant, where 
several of them worked.

Director of Education Morgan Blum taught a lesson on discrimi-
nation using artifacts from the Center’s Archives—yellow stars 
that Jews were forced to display on their clothing, and pass-
ports marked with the letter J—that enabled the students to 
learn from original source material the meaning of prejudice. 

 

None of the students wanted to leave and they stayed the en-
tire afternoon, far longer than scheduled. “I want to work here 
when I grow up,” remarked one student. Another asked when 
they might make a return visit. All left with new knowledge and 
insights about how the lessons of the Holocaust touch their 
own lives.

Visitors from Stockton’s Rio Calaveras High School. In the 
spring of 2007, Jennifer Brown contacted several synagogues 
in and around Stockton, California, hoping to make a connec-
tion with a Holocaust survivor who could speak to her 9th and 
10th grade students at Rio Calaveras High School. Her search 
led her to the Holocaust Center and when she realized that 
HCNC had a variety of educational resources to offer, Brown 
worked with the Center to plan a school trip to HCNC.	

Receiving a grant to cover the cost of transportation from 
Stockton to San Francisco, Brown arrived with 115 students, 
teachers and parents. Half of the group visited HCNC in the 
morning and the other half in the afternoon, to tour the Center 
and to hear eyewitness testimony from survivors Ralph Berets 
and Anne Marie Yellin. Their experiences as hidden children 
made a lasting impression on the Stockton students and on 
Brown, who was motivated by her visit to HCNC to expand 
her Holocaust classroom curriculum.

HCNC was so moved by Jennifer Brown’s dedication to Holo-
caust education that it nominated her for the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum’s Belfer Conference for Educators, held in 
Washington, D.C. She was awarded a grant, usually reserved 
for Bay Area teachers, to attend the Conference. 

Director of Education Morgan Blum with students and teachers from 
Yosemite Park High.



A dynamic collaboration between the Holocaust Center of 
Northern California and the Bureau of Jewish Education, 
Shalhevet is a way for local Jewish teens to participate in a 
program tailored specifically to the educational and cultural 
environment of the Bay Area.

Information sessions for Shalhevet 2009 will begin in Fall 2008. 
For more information, contact HCNC Director of Education 
Morgan Blum at mblum@hcnc.org or 415.777.9060 x203, or 
BJE’s Shalhevet Coordinator Yaron Lipschitz at ylipschitz@
bjesf.org or 415.751.6983 x106. 

Shalhevet is made possible by grants from the Richard and Rhoda Goldman 
Fund; Jewish Community Federation; Alexander M. and June L. Maisin Foun-
dation; The Laszlo N. Tauber Family Foundation; William J. Lowenberg; Rubin 
Family Philanthropic Fund; Marc and Ellen Brown Family Philanthropic Fund; 
Jewish Community Endowment Fund’s First Time in Israel Experience Schol-
arship; The Gift of Israel Program of the Federation and the Janet A. Schultz 
Teens to Israel Endowment Fund of JCEF; The Israel Trip Scholarship Fund of 
the Jewish Community Foundation of the Greater East Bay; Jewish Family & 
Children’s Services; Congregations Beth Abraham, Emanu-El, B’nai Shalom, 
Temple Sinai, and Claire Mikowski.
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Shalhevet Journeys 
to Poland and Israel
CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER

Shalhevet student Mara Weber-Appleton is captivated by Mira’s 
story of life as a Jewish partisan.

Students Engaged With ohp  
Testimony In Innovative Ways

Through a collaborative effort between HCNC’s Oral History 
Project and Santa Clara University, a new course was created 
this year. Professor Jill Goodman taught “Visual Media and 
Holocaust Narratives,” which focused on the intersection of 
film and first-hand accounts of the Holocaust.  

Santa Clara University students explored Holocaust narratives 
through videotaped personal testimony from HCNC’s oral his-
tory collection as well as through autobiographies and film. The 
ongoing collaboration between the OHP and SCU is part of 
the “Living History Program,” through which hundreds of SCU  
students have viewed and summarized our oral histories.  

Digital versions of the HCNC interviews were made available 
through a pilot program with the SCU library. The students 
documented and summarized the testimonies and then used 
them as the basis for imagining an original film and a creative 
visual presentation.

The students connected strongly with the testimonies. One 
student reported that “It felt like I actually got to know my sur-
vivor, rather than just a fictional character in a documentary.”  
Another said that “When we learn about the Holocaust we 
become desensitized, [but] watching videos like the ones from 
OHP help us see the human side of events.”  

The tremendous educational potential of interacting with Ho-
locaust testimony motivated this new initiative to digitize the 
interviews and use them in innovative curriculum. OHP staff 
and SCU professors and library staff are scheduled to present 
this ground-breaking project at the Oral History Association’s 
annual academic conference in October.

This kind of partnership between HCNC and the community 
is vital to our mission of education and remembrance, and we 
continue to create innovative and impactful ways to engage 
students in learning about the Holocaust.

GIVE HCNC YOUR ORAL HISTORY! 

Recording your oral history is one of the best ways to pre-
serve your stories. We believe that each personal testimony 
will be a legacy to be appreciated and from which we can 
learn. If you know a Holocaust survivor or witness, encourage 
them to talk to us about the possibility of giving an interview.

Please contact the Oral History Project at 415.777.9060 x202 
or by email at ohp@hcnc.org for more information.

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE TO HCNC! 

Call 415.777.9060 or email the Center at info@hcnc.org. Our 
“car guy” David Spieler makes it easy for you to support us! 
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In its sixth year, the Holocaust Center’s annual Day of Learning 
is an opportunity to engage a very broad cross-section of the 
Bay Area educational community in active learning. Students, 
teachers, and adults, who would not otherwise have the  
opportunity to hear eyewitness accounts from survivors and 
learn from experts, spent Sunday, April 13th in workshops 
studying the Holocaust and genocide. This year HCNC held 
the Day of Learning at Mercy High School in San Francisco, a 
Catholic parochial school where the Holocaust has long been 
part of the curriculum.

“The 500 attendees are a self-selecting group of teens and 
educators,” said Morgan Blum, HCNC Director of Education.  
“Those students who want to go above and beyond their 
classroom assignments come to the Day of Learning. They 
choose to be here.”

In 2003, the first Day of Learning drew 150 participants. Each 
year attendance has increased. This year more than 500 
teens and adults, including 98 educators, were present. The 
large turnout reflects HCNC’s responsiveness to the need to 
supplement the limited time spent in northern California class-
rooms teaching about the Holocaust.
	  
The workshops featuring Holocaust survivors Louis deGroot, 
Helen Farkas, Dora Sorrell, and Anne Marie Yellin were packed 
to capacity, with standing room only. “I could walk away from 
the Day of Learning, but I kept thinking how the two women 
I heard had no choice and could not walk away,” a student 
remarked.

The seminar format of Day of Learning maximizes the learn-
ing experience. “I liked that people were not afraid to give 
their opinions. I am really glad our generation had the ability 
to speak with someone who actually survived this horrible, 
historic event,” commented a teen.

500 Teens and Educators 
at Day of  Learning
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The Day of Learning attracts so many students because it 
bridges the divide between history and present day events. A 
popular workshop on Darfur elicited this evaluation from a stu-
dent: “This workshop really motivated and inspired me. It was 
wonderful to learn about China, Darfur and the Olympics.”

Day of Learning aims not only to tell the story of the Holo-
caust but also to serve as a platform for building tolerance 
and preventing genocide. A teacher says it best: “I brought 
12 students to Day of Learning. I love that this is available, for 
free, to us in San Francisco. Thank you so much.”

Day of Learning is made possible by a generous gift from Lydia 
and Doug Shorenstein.  

I liked that people were not afraid to give their opinions. I 
am really glad our generation had the ability to speak with 
someone who actually survived this horrible, historic event. 

—STUDENT PARTICIPANT

Opposite left: One of the 400 students throughout the Bay Area  
to attend the Day of Learning. 
 

Right, top: Helen Farkas, a member of HCNC’s Survivors Speakers 
Bureau, with a local educator at the Day of Learning.  
 

Right, middle: A student is captivated in a workshop at the Day  
of Learning.  
 

Right, bottom: Dora Sorell engages a packed room of students  
and teachers in her workshop My Time in Auschwitz—Words from 
a Survivor.



The currency featured above is a 50 pfenning notgeld, issued 
by the municipality of Tostedt, Germany in 1927. The note is 
illustrated with caricatures of two Jewish men hanging from 
nooses on a tree surrounded by ravens, with an inscription: 
“This should happen to all profiteers—Then Germany would 
be better off.”

Notgeld was currency issued during the 1920s, when inflation 
was so extreme that currency issued one day was worthless 
the next. Notgeld was not official currency, but was issued 
locally, backed by communal assets, and accepted by local 
merchants. This artifact reflects the environment in which Hit-
ler rose to power, when Germany was experiencing a severe 
economic crisis, many blamed “profiteers” and antisemitism 
was on the rise.

This item was donated by the family of Captain Robert H. 
Johnson, a liberator of Nordhausen concentration camp. We are 
especially grateful to Mark Johnson, grandson of Capt. Johnson, 
who is a frequent donor to HCNC’s library and archives.

Notgeld
A DONATION TO THE HCNC ARCHIVES

Of  Interest  

DONATING TO HCNC ARCHIVES

In order to fulfill its mission of education, research, and re-
membrance, the Holocaust Center of Northern California  
Archives accepts additions to its collections and holdings 
that document the events of the Holocaust.

It is crucial to collect and maintain primary source material 
relating to the Holocaust. In addition to its historical and 
intrinsic value, primary source material is a valuable weapon 
in the battle against Holocaust denial and revisionism. For 
more information, contact Judy Janec at 415.777.9060 x206 
or jjanec@hcnc.org

8

Yad Vashem Names Recovery Project
Yad Vashem has issued a call to action to help register names 
of Holocaust victims in their Shoah Victims’ Names Database.  
Millions of victims remain unidentified. Yad Vashem urgently calls 
upon Jewish communities to recover their names through a 
worldwide Names Recovery Project. 

You can participate in registering names!

-	Visit Yad Vashem Names Recovery site at www1.yadvashem. 
	 org/download/home_download_remembrance.html, to submit  
	 testimonies.

-	Contact HCNC, where blank testimony forms are available.

-	Contact Rachel Kesselman at 415.449.1288 or rachelk@jfcs. 
	 org, if you are interested in becoming a volunteer, or know of 
	 someone who might be able to identify victims.

For more information, visit www.hcnc.org/yadvashem.html or 
www.yadvashem.org/

Appeal for Previously Unpublished  
or Unavailable Memoirs by Survivors of the Shoah
The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany 
(Claims Conference) is establishing a worldwide electronic col-
lection of previously unpublished or unavailable memoirs written 
by Jewish survivors of the Shoah. Documents in this electronic 
collection will be made available to appropriate organizations 
and individuals engaging in the critical work of research and 
documentation of the Shoah.

For more information, visit the Worldwide Shoah Memoirs web-
site at memoirs.claimscon.org/eng/index.php

International Tracing Service Records Are Now Available
Located in Bad Arolsen, Germany, the ITS archive contains 
approximately 50 million digital images of documentation on 
17.5 million victims of Nazism. Yad Vashem and the US Holo-
caust Memorial Museum have received the first installment of 
scanned ITS images, and both organizations have launched 
web pages where survivors and their families can submit re-
quests that ITS records be searched for information about the 
fate of family and friends.

Yad Vashem’s webpage:  
www1.yadvashem.org/ITS_and_yadvashem/home.html

US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s webpage: 
www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/focus/its/
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The list below reflects donations from 
November 1, 2007–June 15, 2008. Thank 
you for your support of the Holocaust 
Center of Northern California. We  
apologize for any omissions. Please 
contact us if there is an error so we can 
correct our records. 

DONORS

Mark and Janet Abelson
Martha and Michael Adler
Rita and Joel Adler
Alameda High School
Mathilde Albers
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
Amy A. Slater-Ovadia
AP Giannini Middle School
Archway School
Barbara and Maurice Asa
Norman R. Ascherman Foundation
Athenian School
Orit Atzmon
Martin and Judith Aufhauser
Valentina Liza Avrutin
Marion Baer
Karen Baker
Bank Of The West
Terry Baransy  
Roma Barnes
Charles Baum and Paulette Miller
Donna White and Allen Baum
Murray and Sheila Baumgarten
Anni Bekerman
Riva T. and David Berelson
Diana Bergeson
Mark W. Bernstein
Max Bernstein and Karen Robbins
Helen and Edward Betts
Ralph and Lili Bien
Bishop O’Dowd High School
Steve Blair
Margaret Blatman
Deborah and Martin Bloch
Eva Bluestein
Doris Blum
Nancy and Joe Blum    
Peter Blum
Jane Blumberg-Goldberg
B’Nai Brith
Miriam Bodian
Alan and Ellen Bowin
Dennis Bozman-Moss
Robin Brasso
Margot Braun
Roman A. and Maria Mimi Braunfeld
Bud and Nancy Bronstein
Edwin and Claire Brown
Herman and Ann Burger
Lawrence Burgheimer and Eileen Auerbach
Cheryl J. Byers
John E. Cahill, Jr., Cahill Contractors, Inc.
Calvary Presbyterian Church
Eva K. Catlos
Ora and David Chaiken
Roderick L. Chamberlain
Barry M. Chauser, MD
Chinese American International School
Emily Chomak
City National Bank
Barney and Nina L. Cohen
David and Laureen Cohen
Samuel and Lenore Cohen

Concord High School
Congregation Beth Israel-Judea
Congregation B’nai Israel
Congregation Emanu-El
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav
Congregation Sherith Israel
Contra Costa County Office of Education
Mary and Paul Cosper
Alfred and Anita Cotton
Alice Craig
David and Carla Crane
Diana Lopez Cuenca
Elsie Dab
Susan and Dr. Michael Dab
Dacor Financial
Eric Danysh
Estelle Darrow
Dartmouth Middle School
Leonie J. Darwin
Davidson Middle School
Jessica and Aaron Davis
Shirley and Gwen Davis
DBA Oakland Unity High School 
Sadako T. De La Torre
Tsvi Deer
Bernard and Ruth DeHovitz
Bruce and Beverly Denebeim
Bernadine Denenberg
Dean and Marleen Didech, M.D.
Annette Dobbs
Herbert Donaldson
Vivienne and Reuben Donig
David and Susan Dossetter
Ralph and Ruth Dreike
Cantor Henry Drejer, Mrs. Miriam Drejer
Max Drimmer
Thomas Elias, Elias Family Charitable Trust
Thomas D. Elias
H. Martin Ems
Jan M. Engel
Fanita English
Envision Schools    
Charles J. and Lois B. Epstein, MD
Paul Epstein and Roslyn Banish
Beth and Dan Eule
Lenci Farkas
Rabbi Daniel Feder, Peninsula Temple 		
	 Sholom
Saundra Feher
Patrick Feigelson
Charles D. Feinstein
Saul Fenster
Dena and Paul Fisher
Mary S. Fisher and Doris Kelly
Newman and David Fisher
William Fishman
William and Sheila Flodberg
Hanni Forester
Bella Fox
Clyde and Muriel Fox
Jonathan Frank and Lynne Rappaport
Dennis Franklin
Monique and Jay Frankston
Rick and Andrea Frenkel
Lawrence and Harriet Fried
Daniel P. and Linda S. Friedman
Mara Friedman
Donald and Janie Friend
Abe and Suzanne Froman
Philip and Velia Frost
Andre and Solange Gabany
David Galant

Hillary S. Galler
Gerald Ganz
G. Gardner
Gateway High School    
Hildegard and Eric Gattmann
Arthur and Miriam Gauss
John and Lisa Geisse
Generation to Generation
Lore and Sam Gilbert
Annie and Charles Glass
D. Peter and Barbara K. Gleichenhaus
Margot Goldberg
Leonard and Chandra Gordon
Jennifer and Eric Gorovitz
Sukanya Goswami
Karen Green
Henry and Hedwa Greenspan
Walter J. Grenn
Shawn Grunberger
Livia Grunfeld
Carol Gutow
Dr. Jeffrey L. and Marissa S. Halbrecht
Rudolf and Edith Hammel
Jacqueline Hantgan
Gordon Harris and Judi Elman Harris
Steven T. Harris
Agnes Heyman
Doriane and Walter L. Heyman
Vernon Heyman
Ralph and Leny Heymann
Paul Hickman
Samuel and Florence M. Hoch, M.D.
Ricardo and Marcia L. Hofer
Adena Holmes
Kimberly M. Holmes
Glenn Hunt and Ellen Garber
International School of the Peninsula
Stephen Isaacs and Ava Swartz Isaacs
Rabbi Daniel Isaacson
Steven and Amy Jacobsohn
Lester B. Jacobson, M.D.
Jewish Community Center  
	 of San Francisco
Jewish Community Federation
John and Mindy Nahlen
Jeanne and David Kahn
Joel Kaminsky, MD and Jody Rosenbloom
Murray and Norma Kane
Amiram and Perla Karney
Katherine Delmar Burke School
Lois Katz
Susan R. Katz-Snyder
Jenny Kim
Allen King
Amos Klausner
Eva and Richard Klein
Lloyd Klein
Ruth and Heinz Kochman
Arthur and Helen Kolatch
Karen Komar
Quentin Kopp
Jay Krause
June Kronberg
Kurland Family Foundation
Lawrence Lapides
Laszlo N.Tauber, MD Charitable  
	 Foundation, Inc.
Leadership Public Schools
Samuel R. and Thea Leavitt, M.D.
Leonard and Sandy Leib
Nancy and George Leitmann
Esther Rosha Stadtler, Sandy Stadtler, 

	 and Abe Lenczner
Howard Levin
June and Wallace Levin
Nadine Levin
Sheppard Levine
David J. and Solange Levy
Harry and Gene Lewin
Herbert and Marian Lewin
Werner Lewin
Jackie Lewis
Ilse Lewy
Herb and Beverly Liberman
Martin S. and Elinor B. Liberman, M.D.
David Lichtenstein
Lillian and Gabriel Lichtman
Charles and Helene Linker
Live Oak School
Werner Loeb
Eva Chernov Lokey
Fern and William Lowenberg     
Morton Macks
Howard and Siesel Maibach
Maier Family Foundation
Frank Mainzer and Lonnie Zwerin
Peter Mandell
Sanford H. Margolin
Marina High School PTSA
Kenneth Meislin
Judy and Andy Mendelsohn
Sylvia G. Merkadeau
Harry Meyer
Trude and Hermann Meyer
George G. Michaels
Neal and Bina Mitchell
Hyman and Myrna Mitchner
Bernice and Rudolf Moos
Morse Family Foundation, Inc.
Kurt and Marion Mostny
Forrest Mozer
Maxwell Myers
June Neuhaus
Helga Newman
Daphne and Samuel Noily
Allen and Gayle Notowitz
Oakland High School
Oakwood School
O’Kane and Tegay Insurance Brokers
Alice Wald and Paul Overmyer
Jill Papageorge
Douglas A. Pape
Matthew and Laura Parks
Richard and Martha Pastcan
Joseph and Eda Pell
Mordechai Pelta
Rachael Peltz
Brian and Karen Kaufman Perlman
David and Carolyn Perlstein
Max Perr and Holly Christman
Michael and Arlene Perry
Irv Piotrkowski
Morris and Gittl Piotrkowski
Nathan and Terry Ann Piotrkowski
Leslie D. Plack, DDS
David and Marsha Pollak
Laurence and Linda S. Popofsky
Julia and David Popowitz
Robert and Marcia Popper
Fredric and Eileen Prager
Sylvia and George Prozan
Judith Rabbie
Lilly Radcliffe
Harry & Sally Recht

Gifts and Donations



Norman Reid
Jonathan and Leah Reider
Mark D. and Joan Reinhardt Reiss, M.D.
Joel W. Renbaum
Alice Resseguie
Irene Reti
Home for Jewish Parents
Richard Riffer
Orli and Zack Rinat
Rio Calaveras School
Toni and Arthur Rock
Arnold and Janet Rogoff
Herbert and Ilse Rosenbaum
Richard and Barbara Rosenberg
Gerald B. Rosenstein
Dennis and Renee Ross
Alan and Susan Rothenberg
Sigmund D. Sabin
Paul Sack
Sacred Heart Prep & St. Joseph Schools
Paul and Eleanor Sade
John Salz
San Francisco Hillel
San Francisco Unified School District
San Ramon Valley Newcomers
Helen and Hiro Sato
Leonard and Eleanore Schaer
Stanley and Elaine Schaffer
Ann and Bernard Schainsinger
Barbara and Morey Schapira
Mark I. Schickman
Eric S. Schmier
Edward and Tess Schoenbart
Helen and Fred Schwartz
Arkadiy Shapiro
Lori Shearn
Sucher and Lore Shelley
Irving and Rivka Sherman-Gold
Marianne and Herman Shine
Jay and Elfrieda Shukert
Donna Dubinsky and Leonard J. Shustek
Sinai Memorial Chapel
Trudy and Henry Small
Lester Smith
David and Debra Sokolsky
Richard Southern
Lee A Spielmann
St. Ignatius College Preparatory
Harise Staple
Maureen Starr
Susan Steade
Anne and Jules Steimnitz
David N. Stein and William F. Stewart
Anne and David Steirman
Anne and Alec Stern
Erich Stern
Raymond and Apryl Stern
Barbara Shufro and David Steuer
Donald and Elise Stone
Marianne and Max Strassman
Nicole Lance and Jeffrey Stuart
Louise Swig
Sanford and Selma Tandowsky
Marilyn and Robert Taubman
Terra Linda High School
The Northern California Board of Rabbis
The Pawn Advantage Store
The Seven Hills School
Harold and Carol Toppel
Barry and Marjorie Traub
Mark Travis
C.S. and Ruth Tukeman

Debbie Tully and Larry Weisgal
Kate Tunick
University of San Francisco
Nancy and George Vandreal
Paul W. and Pearl C. Vapnek
Bela Vidor
Paul I. and Dorothy L. Wachter, M.D.
Audrey Schlesinger and Fred Wapner
Bruce Wasser and Fern Schumer
Shirley Wasserman Hausafus
Steve and Allison Wasserman
Henry B. Weil
Nina  Weil
Madeline and Neil Weinstein
Otto and Idell Weiss
Pearl and Robert Weiss
Manfred and Silvia Wildmann
Steven Wohl
Nancy Hoffman and Jacques Wolgelenter
Helen Vanessa Wolter
Ronald and Anita Wornick
Nina Wouk
Yosemite Park High School
Calvin Zippin
Mark Zlotnikov
Seymour Zoger, MD
 
TRIBUTE GIFTS

In honor of Dena Fisher	
Debbie Kahn	
Suzanne Legallet	

In memory of Henry Greenspan	
Bill Mainzer and Ruth Gelbart	
Michael Seigel	
Tauba Weiss	

In memory of Ester Kemenyi	
Rita and Gerhard Danziger	
Miriam Ofer	

In honor of Gloria and Karl Lyon	
Fern and William Lowenberg	
Desmid Lyon	

In honor of Frank Mainzer	
Jill Janov	
Lonnie Zwerin	

In memory of Paulette Sevi	
Endre Balint	
Salvator Beressi	
Louis and Barbara De Groot	
Sidney and Ethel Shaffer	

In honor of Steve Sloan	
Joe and Liki Abrams	
Gerald and Miriam Butrimovitz	
Jeffrey and Barbara Farber	
Stuart Goldstein  
	 and Anessa Karney-Goldstein	
Irving Lind	

In honor of Talia and Danielle Sloan	
Ralph Battat	
Ann and Irwin Bear	
Marci and Daniel Briskin	
Louis and Barbara De Groot	
David and Arline Edelbaum	
Elliott and Elayne Grossbard	  
Dan Halperin and Shira Levine	
Judy Janec	
Leslie Kane	
Jessica Kaplan	

Barbara and Ronald H. Kaufman	
Jan Maisel and Doug Currens	
Rena and Mordecai Rosen	
Anne and Erez Saldinger	
Rachel & Edwin Tasch	
Murry Waldman and Marilyn Yolles Waldman	
Carol Weitz	
Greta Winter	
Christina and Jonathan Wornick	
Miriam and Richard Zimmerman	
Murray and Roberta Zucker	
	
Myles B. and Ida O. Abbott, M.D.
In honor of Rubin and Genie Offenbach

Helen Adler	
In memory of Grete Adler  
and George Meyer

Lois and Nelson Akagi	  
In honor of Larry Lubetzky

Dina Angress 
In memory of her family

John and Linda Babich	  
In memory of Jake Y. Babich

Zachary M. Baker	  
In memory of Margaret and Michael Baker

Frank and Sherrie Bell	  
In memory of Lily Budak

Sally Berger	  
In memory of Rose and Meyer Orloff

Eric and Polly Bergtraun	  
In memory of Dolly Herte

Leah and Ralph Bernstein	  
In honor of Stuart Bernstein’s birthday

Michelle Bissonnette	  
In honor of Mr. William Lowenberg

Michael Black. M.D.	  
In memory of Emil Black

Linda and Fred Breder	  
In honor of Judy Welish Balagot  
and Fomash Areton

Ruth Brill	  
In honor of Sophie Weinzimmer

William and Lisa Brinner	  
In memory of Hans Raubitschek

Robert Brody and Andrea Jacoby	  
In memory of Martin and Yvonne Jacoby

Ellen and Marc Brown	  
In honor of Sheldon Brown

Deanne Burke	  
In memory of Laurie Bluestein

Beth Burstein	  
In memory of Max, Rachel and Ida Burstein

Hilde Catz	  
In memory of Otto Hertz

Cantor Hans Cohn	  
In memory of Meyer Scher

Susan Coliver	  
In memory of Edith Simon Coliver

Louis and Barbara de Groot	  
In memory of Ernie Alexander

Jerry Delson
In memory of Jack Rubin

Dome, LLC	
In memory of Julius Falk

Ruth Eis	
In memory of Rose Kronthal

Michelle and Robert Field
In memory of Julia Field

Kay Kleinerman and Michael Forcht	
In memory of Seretta  
and Jerome Kleinerman

Stanton and Ann Forman	
In memory of Jim Kestenbaum

Kenneth Fox
In memory of Raul Hilberg

Jenny Franco	
In honor of Nancy and Joe Blum

Jack and Barbara Frankel	
In memory of Richard Meyerhoff

Myra Freisinger	
In memory of Rae Freisinger

Jeannie and Bill Frumkin	
In memory of Rabbi Abraham Klausner

Ellen Fuchs	
In memory of Isabel and Ted Buyer 
and Mary and Julius J. Simon

Don Ganem	
In honor of The White Rose

Lily Gerson	
In memory of Anna and Sigmund

Samuel Gerson and Shelley Nathans	
In memory of Paula and Morton Gerson

Ruth and James Glick	
In memory of Richard and Hannah Vogel

Stephen I. Goldbart	
In memory of Mayer Goldbart

Jane Goldman	
In honor of Max Drimmer 
and Herman Shine

Nina Gordon
In honor of Martin Gerotwol

Hanna Cowan and Hans Gumpert	
In honor of Bill Manasse

Anna Hartmann	
In memory of Alan Past

Daryl Messinger and Jim Heeger	
In honor of Raymond Stern

Ken Hettman	
In honor of Ingrid Hettman

David and Audrey Huchital	
In honor of Joel Birnbaum

Yvonne Hunter	
In memory of Gary Lehmann

Richard J. and Susan K. Idell	
In honor of Riva Berelson

Ellen Isaak	
In honor of Ms. Marianne Werth

Richard and Susan Jacobs	
In memory of Edith Courtis
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Judy Janec	
In memory of Irving and Gloria Schlossberg

Joint Powers Authority	
In memory of Joan Wilson and Mark Sobel

Richard Kaplan	
In memory of Alexander and Rose Eisner

Jonathan E. Karesh	
In memory of Judge Joseph Karesh

Kendra and Thomas Kasten	
In memory of Dennis Miklos

Janice and Irving Katz	
In honor of Helen Farkas

John Kaufmann	
In honor of Cheena

Wilfred and Rachel Kay	
In memory of Pesach and Sara Katz 
and family

Alina Kerson	
In memory of Ruth Reisher

Judy Thalheimer and Brian Kirshner	
In honor of Harry Thalheimer

Alice D. Kisch	
In memory of Hildegard Feywulowitz Kisch

Andrew Kivel and Susan Goldstein	
In memory of Chaya Goldstein

Emil Knopf	
In honor of Tauba Weiss

Tom Kremen	
In honor of Norm Weiss’s family

Larry Tencer Insurance Agency	
In memory of Morris Weiss

Jonathan Leichtling, M.D.	
In memory of Selma and Julius Leichtling

Irving Lind	
In memory of Amy Lind

Marvin H. Lipton, M.D.	
In honor of Dr. and Mrs. Ruben

Jeannette Longtin	
In memory of Helga Clara Longtin

Lorene, Steven, and Audrey Wilk	
In memory of Mark and Rena Markovich

Fern and William Lowenberg	
In memory of Ralph Samuel Golub, Arthur 
Zimmerman, John Blumlein, Sidney Earl 
Shired, Dr. Robert Newman, Sanford 
Feldman, Ann Honig Nadel, Janet Schultz, 
Claude Rosenberg, Herb Friedman, and 
Lou Cohn; in honor of Sherlee Rhine

Abe and Miriam Mazliach	
In memory of Tauba and David Gimpel

Barbara Meislin
In honor of Doug Huneke

Anna H. and Mark D. Meyer	
In memory of Flora, Felix and Martha Loeb

Jamie Miller	
In honor of Gail Sabin

Tillie Molho	
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. David Safran

Susan Montrose	
In memory of Ida and Max Haymann

Judith and Karl Moranz	
In honor of Hediwig and Josef Moranz

Eva and Ernest Newbrun	
In honor of Gerald Watkins

Melanie Franco and Larry Nussdorf	
In honor of Morgan Blum

Lore and Warren Odenheimer	
In Memory of Max and Berta Mayer

James R. and Irene O’Ryan	
In memory of Berta Kreisberg

Mimi and Greg Paulsen	
In honor of Esther Herskovic

John and Susan Perlman-Chavez	
In honor of Bonnie Sussman

Eva Peters Hunting	
In memory of Gertrud Kantorowicz

Nathan and Anne Petrowsky	
In honor of Eva and Martin Libitzky

Jeffrey Piade and Martin D. Tilzer	
In memory of Ilse Meyer

Heddy and Monio Pilpel	
In honor of Mrs. Herman Brenman,
and in memory of Dorothy Koppel 
and Herb Mainzer

Marsha F. Raleigh	
In memory of Ruth Seville

Lily Robinson 
In honor of Olga Atanasoff,  
Marco Leibovitch, and Bechora Aurham

Helen Romain	
In memory of Max and Dorothy Levian

Sheree and Ron Roth	
In memory of Magda Wiesel

Allen Samelson and Judith Lieberman	
In memory of William Samelson

Norman Schlossberg  
and Adrienne Keats Schlossberg	
In honor of Michael Miller

Frederick and Renata Schmitt	
In memory of Elizabeth and Frederick Polt

John and Kristine Scholefield	
In memory of Joan Horwich

John Schulz, DDS and Barbara Eisenhauer	
In memory of Annette Shulz

Rosally Schwarzbart	
In memory of Gideon Schwarzbart

Norine Shima	
In memory of Syd Ruby and in honor of 
Diane Bernbaum

David H. Siegel	
In memory of Ewwa Levy 
and William Siegel

James Silkensen	
In honor of Orene Fanny Rosenfeld

Sara Singleton	
In memory of Anne Thaler

Harriet Sloan	
In honor of Arline Edelbaum

Michael L. Sloan, C.P.A.	
In memory of Martin Sloan

Jill and Vernon Soudyn	
In memory of Anna Frank 
and all of the children

William C. Springer	
In memory of Werner Goldsmith

Russell L. Steinweg	
In honor of Walter Steinweg

Dennis and Miriam Stern	
In memory of Louis and Tekka Stern

Edith Stevens	
In memory of Dolly Robert

Joel and Francyne Teisch	
In honor of Lonny Darwin

Susan M. Tobias	
In memory of Oscar and Finn Sepstrap

Alice Tordjman	
In honor of Roman Braunfeld

Preeva and Leonard Tramiel	
In memory of Hershi Adler

Gary and Arlene Verbin	
In honor of Miriam and Sam Engel

Rosalie Wasserman	
In Memory of Martha Zitzmann

Norm and Joyce Weil	
In memory of Isador Weil

Phil and Jill Weinstein	
In memory of Bessie Weinstein

Ramon and Judy Wellisch-Balagot	
In honor of Edith Wellisch 
and in memory of Eugen Wellisch

Kenneth Werner	
In memory of Paul and Ilse Werner

Ruth E. White, Ph.D.	
In memory of Frieda Roederer

Irwin and Lois Joan Wieder	
In memory of Shea Segal

Paul and Leeann M. Wieser	
In honor of David Kader

Walter Wohlfeiler	
In memory of Wilhelm Wohlfeiler

LIBRARY & ARCHIVES DONORS

Sander Gordon Bergman
Solly Border
Miriam Brysk
George Calys and Kelny Denebeim
Elsie Dab
Lonny Darwin
Sally de Becker
Ken Fox
Heinz Frankenstein
Judith Goldsmith
Linda Hacker Hoffman
Susan Jacobs and Jane Curtis
Hilde Jonas
Mark Johnson
Werner and Lilo Loeb
Bill Lowenberg
Marion Mostny
Ralph Romberg
Alan and Susan Rothenberg
Sandy Rudnick
Madlyn Stein
Avner Yonai

VOLUNTEER TRANSLATORS

The HCNC Archives is a rich repository of 
valuable Holocaust era documents in many 
different languages. Without the work of 
volunteers who generously provide their 
time and expertise, much of the collection 
would remain inaccessible to HCNC’s 
English-speaking and reading students,  
researchers and visitors. HCNC would like 
to acknowledge the talents and commit-
ment of its volunteer translators:

Esther Adler
John Bass
John Polt

We would also like to thank two members 
of the German Consul General’s staff, who 
visited HCNC and volunteered to assist 
with translations from German of archaic 
and difficult script. Many thanks to Deputy 
Consul Dr. Christian Seebode and Edel-
traud Anna Hargreaves!

VOLUNTEERS 
Warmest Thanks to Volunteers
Barbara Barer
Iris Berets
Joelle Brown
Diana Blank Epstein
Dorothy Greene
Hilde Gattmann
Jaclyn Guzman
Brian Henderson
Geri Kabak
Virginia Kean
Zohar Lahav
Patrick McDevitt
Eva Orwin
Lily Robinson
Len Rosenberg
Arthur Wachtel

Thank you to the many Day of Learning 
volunteers, and to Nancy Franco Blum, 
Day of Learning photographer.

A very special thank you to Board  
member Dena Fisher for her many years 
of service. We will miss her!

 



121 Steuart Street
San Francisco, California
94105
415.777.9060
Monday–Thursday, 10–5
hcnc.org

PROGRAMS

Survivors Speakers Bureau

Library & Archives

Oral History Project

Day of Learning

Manovill Holocaust  
History Program

Shalhevet

Educator Workshops

Curriculum  
Consulting & Materials

Public Lectures &  
Cultural Programs

STAFF

Executive Director
Leslie Kane

Director of Oral History Project
Anne Grenn Saldinger, Ph.D.

Director of Education
Morgan N. Blum

Director of Community Outreach
Rachel M. Isquith

Archivist
Judy Janec

Technology Coordinator
Debbie Kahn

Program Assistant
Jessica Minturn

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Steven H. Sloan, M.D.

Vice President
Lydia Shorenstein

Vice President
Norman Weiss

Vice President
Stephen L. Isaacs

Vice President
Miriam Zimmerman, Ed.D.

Treasurer
Frank Mainzer, M.D.*

Secretary
Linda Popofsky, Ph.D

Zachary Baker
Riva Berelson
Diana Bergeson
Michael D. Black, M.D.
Robin Brasso
Lonny Darwin
Elliot Felson

Shari Freedman
Hildegard Gattmann
Miriam Gauss
Anessa Karney-Goldstein
Amos Klausner
Judy Lichtman
William J. Lowenberg*
Sherry Morse
George Prozan, M.D.
Gerald B. Rosenstein*
Raymond Stern
Ingrid D. Tauber, Ph.D.
Tauba Weiss*

Executive Director
Leslie Kane

Past Presidents
Mark I. Schickman
Ingrid D. Tauber, Ph.D.
John F. Rothmann
Louis De Groot*
M. Michael Thaler, M.D.* 
Max R. Garcia*
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